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associates would receive one section of land. 

Gen. Mercer had a contract to settle in four parts of Texas but 
was interested in Navarro County only. As mentioned before, set- 
tlers came from many states of the Union. Such was the case of 
the McKinneys. Jubilee McKinney came to Texas from Illinois 
and was well impressed with Navarro County. He returned home 
to bring back his two brothers, Hampton and Jefferson, and their 
families, who reached Dresden in 1846. | | 


Land certificate number 305 was given to Hampton McKinney . 


who was one of the Mercer colonists. The land certificate was is- 
sued on April 20, 1850, and was signed by Anson Jones, Governor 
of the State of Texas. 

By 1848, Gen. Mercer was claiming every family who moved 
into Navarro County as a Mercer colonist, since Navarro County 
was designated for Mercer.-The State said that he was claiming 
every new immigrant to Texas. 

Gen. Mercer made four trips to Texas from his home in Florida 
and had claimed 1,853 families as his colonists to Texas. As a re- 
sult of his claim, a suit was filed in Navarro County against him 
and his associates by the State. 


By the act of the Legislature, the Governor was authorized to ap- 


point John M. Crockett, a kinsmen of Davy Crockett, as Land 
Commissioner in 1850. Crockett made his office in the Hampton 
McKinney Tavern in Corsicana for two years or more. He was au- 
thorized to make the same land grant to immigrants moving into 
Texas and for the writing of each certificate and locating the land, 
he was to charge a fee of 30 dollars. 

The record of the Mississippi Colony was found in a faded paper 

in a treasure chest that was the property of G.W. Brown. 
This account was written by Mrs. E.A.E. Stokes Fullwood: 


"Following the close of the Civil War the South was in ruins, 
suffering on all sides, broken homes all over the lands, many were 
talking of going to Texas to get a new start in a land of opportuni- 
ties. Preparations were máde in the summer of 1869 to organize a 
group to join the wagon train and leave Meridian, Mississippi 
some time that fall, heading for Dresden, Texas by Christmas. To 
each wagon was hitched four oxen, some of the others were pulled 
by eight mules, also two hacks pulled by horses. 

"Traveling was very slow especially through the river bottoms. 
Much of the traveling was through sleet, snow, rain, mud and over 
narrow roads. You could hardly travel. It took six weeks to reach 
Corsicana. | 

"After we crossed the Trinity River, David Maggard, Thomas 
and Dick Stokes were sent on ahead to make plans for us to find 
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lodging in Corsicana. 

“On December 22, we drove into this town of Corsicana without 
stopping for breakfast, only to find there was no place to stay. 
There was no room at the tavern, no hotels, not even a vacant 
house. The merchants looked at us sympathetically and told us 
they could do nothing for us. They did tell us we could find a tank 
of water some three miles west of town on the road to Dresden. 

“We drove to the tank, placed our wagons in a circle, gathered 
wood and made a fire, cooked and ate, then laid down to rest and 
sleep. After all had thawed out, we felt better, but our stock was 
tired and the wagons needed repairing. After a few days' stop, we 
continued our journey to Dresden, where we had friends and kin- 
folks. They were Dick Stokes and a Mr. Thomas. 

“We remained in Dresden until the winter blizzard had spent its 
force. The men in our party, W.W. Stokes, S.W: Stokes, G.W. 
Brown, R.T. Brown, Hiram Brown, Charles Ransom, Henry Ed- 
wards and others, went over to a community called Melton Town, 


near Cryer Creek, Texas. The Melton Community was bought and. 


with Dave Maggard and Dave Williams the group formed the Mis- 
sissippi Colony, with Father Stokes' home as headquarters. 

* As there was no furniture stores in Corsicana, we sent à four-ox 
wagon to Kosse to purchase some beds, chairs, and other things. 
It took three weeks to make the trip. The only store near us was 
one at Cryer Creek run by a Mr. Kelton and in Corsicana, there 
were three log houses, a log courthouse, a jail and a blacksmith 
shop, a saloon, and newspaper. 

"In the spring of 1870, the Mississippi Colony met on Sunday at 


the home of Father Stokes. The day was spent in telling of events 


of the past and making plans for the future. As the day closed, all 
returned to their homes. The nearest living to the home of Father 
Stokes was Mr. and Mrs. Brazelle, a family who made the journey 
with us from Mississippi. 

"Shortly after nine o'clock, we heard two shotgun blasts. Then 
we heard a woman calling for help in the distance and screams 
the most pitiful I ever heard. The men folks rushed over to the Bra- 
zelle home and found him dead—shot twice through the chest. 
First to reach the Brazelle home was John Maggard. It was 
leamed later that some white man living across Chambers Creek 
did the killing. No reason was given and nothing was ever done 
about it." 


ROADS IN NAVARRO COUNTY 


By the year 1848, there was a great need for roads in Navarro 
County. The Springfield Road being most traveled between Hous- 


9 


e (ДЕ Le. №. 


£^ D uo 
LAS PALME, de AN NES 


STOKES £ RELATED FAMILIES 


THOMAS STOKES, one of the prominent settlers of Navarro county, was 
born in Simpson county, Mississippi, June 2, 1828, а son of W. W, and Martha 
F, (MoMullen) Stokes, natives of South Carolina and Georgia, The father was 
a son of George Stokes, of Virginia. The latter afterward nemoved to South. 
Carolina, where he married a Miss Middleton, then went Xo Tennessee, a shont 
time afterward to Kentucky, next to Louisiana Territory, and then to the then 
Territory of Alabama, where he was killed by the Seminole Indians. The re- 
mainder og the family were wounded and Left for dead, but all survived, The 
father of оил subject, the second child, remained with his widowed mother 
and family until twenty years of age, when he went to Mississippi. Не after- 
wand located in Clarke county, Alabama, but again went to Mississippi. He 
was a garmer through Life, was a true Christian gentleman, and was a man 04 
prominence in his community. He was married in Alabama to Miss Martha Me- 
Mullen, a daughter of Alexander and Sarah (Childress) McMullen, natives of 
Virginia and Georgia.. The parents moved (лот Virginia to Alabama, in 1835 
io Mississippi, and in 1853 to Bastrop county, Texas. The father afterward 
went to Austin for medical treatment, where he died in 1861, having passed 
hsi four=scone years. Mr, and Mrs. Stokes were the parents of fourteen chil- 
drien, give of whom are still Living, four in Texas and one in Louisiana, 
Six of the sons served in the Confederate army, two were killed at Richmond 
and two wounded, beth of whom recovered, Afterward one died in Georgia. 


Thomas Stokes, the second child in his father's family, was reared to 
farm Life, and while a resident of his native State served as Deputy Sherrss 
and Bailiff. In 1857 he Located near Dresden, Navarro county, Texas, and 
the following year bought a farm of Mt. Key, In 1862 he sold his place, 
tock his pay in Confederate money, and then enlisted in the Late wan, After 
nine months of service he was discharged on account of rheumatism, and лё= 
turned home. He found his (алт gone, his money worthless, and he was oblig- 
ed £o (алт on rented Land. After seven years he bought 100 acres of his 
present place, to which he has since added until he now owns 265 acres, all 
well improved, and 135 acres cultivated to cotton and conn, He naises sufit- 
cient stock (ол (алт use. Mr. Stokes has resided in this county бол thirtye 
-four years, has never been sued, nor sued any one, has never attended court 
except as a witness, and has never owned ол carried a pistol, as has also 
his SONS. 


Our subject was married November 14, 1855, to Miss Melissa М. Harper, 
who was born in Kemper county, Mississippi, June 23, 1841, a daughter of Ro 
B. 6, and М, A. (Thomas; Harper, natives of South Carolina, He moved to Miss- 
issippi in an early day, where he apent the Largest portion of his days, dy- 
ing about 1879 in Loutsiana, He served four years a4 Tax Collector, S4X 
years as Sheriff, was a (mune, stock-naisen and merchant by occupation, and 
was a prominent man wherever he Lived. Mr. and Mrs. Stokes have had twekve 
children, viz: William G., а (amen of Lampasas county; Thomas F. Do, deceas- 
ed in 1869; aged ten years; Samuel 1., а garmer of Runnels county, Texas; 
Lulu, wife cf J. Н. Watson, a native Texan and a farmer of Navarro county; Ida, 
wife of Le J. Harris, also a (алтол of this county; Mary A,, wife of Wallace 
Brown; Richard Н.; James C.; Ofo: George M.z Eugene S.; and Hubert, at home. 
Mr, Stokes is a Demcorat in his political views; sorally, is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity: and religiously, his wife and six ch their children are ~ 


devoted Methaodtata. 


Bobbye M. Brannan 
4605 Ford Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO 80908 
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